
202X STATEMENT OF CASE

WHERE INFANT CLASS SIZE LEGISLATION APPLIES 
FOR RECEPTION, YEAR 1 AND YEAR 2

XXXX Primary School is a Community School.

The published admission number for Reception to Year 6 in September 2020 / 2021 is
60.

The school received 295 applications for the 60 available Reception places for September 
2020 as outlined below:

Preference 1  81 
Preference 2  78 
Preference 3  52 
Preference 4  47 
Preference 5  37

Reason for Refusal:

Adjudicator who made a determination on 16th August 2019 requiring the policy to be
revised under case Reference ADA3554 and ADA3555.  The revisions have been made
by the Local Authority to comply with the determination. The decision can be read here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/carr-manor-primary-school

Following your application, the Local Authority was unable to offer your child a place
because places were offered to pupils who qualified for a place under a higher priority in

cy 2020/21 (attached  with maps and
supplementary information forms removed) the full version and maps can be read here
https://www.leeds.gov.uk/residents/children-families-and-carers/schools-and-
learning/school-places/admissions-primary-schools

INFANT CLASS SIZE LEGISLATION

Government legislation under the School Standards and Framework Act 1998 limits
the size of an infant class (a class in which the majority of children will reach the
age of 5, 6 or 7 during the school year - this means Reception, Year 1 and Year 2)
to 30 pupils per class teacher.  Only in the following very limited circumstances
can admission over the limit be permitted.



An Appeal Panel can only grant your appeal in the following circumstances:

a) it finds that the admission of additional children would not breach the infant
class size limit;

b) it finds that the admission arrangements did not comply with admissions
law or were not correctly and impartially applied and your child would have
been offered a place if the arrangements had complied or had been correctly
and impartially applied; or

c) it decides that the decision to refuse admission was not one which a
reasonable admission authority would have made in the circumstances of
the case.

If none of the above can be proven then an appeal will not be successful.

EXCEPTIONS TO INFANT CLASS SIZE LEGISLATION

The published admission number (PAN) in key stage one is only ever exceeded in the

Infant classes (those where the majority of children will reach the age of 5, 6 or 7 during
the school year) must not contain more than 30 pupils with a single school teacher.
Additional children may be admitted under limited exceptional circumstances. These

class numbers fall back to the current infant class size limit. The excepted children are:

a) children admitted outside the normal admissions round with statements of
special educational needs or Education, Health and Care Plans specifying a
school;

b) looked after children and previously looked after children admitted outside the
normal admissions round;

c) children admitted, after initial allocation of places, because of a procedural error
made by the admission authority or local authority in the original application
process;

d) children admitted after an independent appeals panel upholds an appeal;
e) children who move into the area outside the normal admissions round for whom

there is no other available school within reasonable distance;
f) children of UK service personnel admitted outside the normal admissions round;
g) children whose twin or sibling from a multiple birth is admitted otherwise than as

an excepted pupil;
h) children with special educational needs who are normally taught in a special

educational needs unit attached to the school, or registered at a special school,
who attend some infant classes within the mainstream school.

Application of the Admissions Policy and Co-ordination Scheme

The Local Authority admission arrangements are compliant with the School Admissions
Code (2014), the School Admissions (Admission Arrangements and Co-ordination of
Admission Arrangements) (England) Regulations 2012. The policy also takes into
account other legislation such as the Equality Act (2010), the Human Rights Act (1998)
and the School Standards and Frameworks Act (1998).



The admission policy gives priority to children for whom XXXX Primary School is their
catchment priority school. In 2020 all children for whom XXXX Primary School is the
catchment priority school (who applied on-time) were offered a place in the allocations
on 16 April 2020. The furthest child offered a place (where XXXX Primary School is not
the catchment priority school) lived 0.386 miles away.

The children allocated to the school were given places under the following priorities of the 
admissions policy:

Education, Health and Care Plan = 0 
Priority 1a = 0
Priority 1b = 0
Priority 2 = 27
Priority 3 = 0
Priority 4 = 31
Priority 5 = 2
Placements = 0

Estimated numbers on roll in XXXX Primary School in September 2020:

CONSIDERATION OF PREJUDICE

a) what effect an additional admission would have on the school in the current and
following academic years as the year group moves through the school;

For Key Stage 1 Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are at 60.  Allocating places to additional 
children would break infant class size legislation. For Key Stage 2 admitting children 
above the published admission number would cause prejudice to the school and children 
at the school. If the number of pupils on roll were allowed to rise above this limit then more 
than 30 children would have to be accommodated in one class.  Each child would receive 
less individual attention from the teacher. There would be more marking and preparation

children puts an incredible strain on the staffing, resources and infrastructure of the 
school.

54% of our children are from Ethnic Minority groups which is significantly above national 
levels. (13% Indian, 12% Pakistani, 7% Other Asian) We have 13 different ethnic groups. 
27% of our pupils have English as an Additional Language. There are 26 different home 
languages spoken by our children. This increases the demands on staff because more 
children require one to one language support.  To admit additional children to the classes 
above the published admission number would cause prejudice to existing children on roll.

Pupil Stability at XXXXX is high compared to the national average which means that a 
year group with numbers over 30 is likely to stay that way as families tend to stay unless 
they are moving to another city or country.

Year Group Rec 1 2 3 4 5 6 Total
Admission Limit 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 420
Number on Roll 60 60 60 60 60 60 61 421
Difference 0 0 0 0 0 0 -1 -1



organisation since an admission number was originally set for the relevant year group;

accommodation or organisation
since the admission number was originally set for the relevant year group.

c) the impact of the locally agreed Fair Access Protocol; the number of pupils taken  under
the Fair Access Protocol and the impact;

In academic year 2019/20 the school have admitted 2 pupils through the Fair Access
Protocols.

d) the impact on the organisation and size of classes, the availability of teaching staff, and
the effect on children already at the school

Reception
There are 60 children allocated.
The number of children with English as an Additional Language (EAL) is yet to be
confirmed.
1 Child with Funding for Inclusion (FFI) and an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP).
Information about SEN / CLA / other needs is yet to be confirmed.

Year 1
There are 60 children.
23 children with English as an Additional Language (EAL).
1 Child with Funding for Inclusion (FFI) and an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP)
in process.
3 children with Special Educational Needs (SEN) support.
One child is previously Looked After (CLA).

Year 2
There are 60 children.
31 children have English as an Additional Language (EAL).
1 child has Special Educational Needs (SEN) support.

Year 3
There are 60 children.
32 children have English as an Additional Language (EAL).
1 child has an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) with Funding for Inclusion (FFI).
1 child has Special Educational Needs (SEN) support for behavioural needs  a diagnosis
of ADHD.
2 pupils are previously Children Looked After (CLA).

Year 4
There are 60 children.
29 children have English as an Additional Language (EAL).
4 pupils are previously Children Looked After (CLA).
9 children have Special Educational Needs (SEN) support.
1 child has cerebral palsy.
2 children have FFI funding.



Year 5
There are 60 children.
30 pupils have English as an Additional Language (EAL).
7 pupils have Special Educational Needs (SEN) support.
2 pupils are previously Children Looked After (CLA).
2 pupils have an EHCP and FFI Funding  complex Special Educational Needs and
Disability (SEND) including medical, hearing and visual issues.

Year 6
There are 61 pupils.
29 (49%) of the pupils have English as an Additional Language (EAL).
There are 6 children with SEND and 1 child has an Education, Health and Care Plan
(EHCP) and FFI funding (Behaviour).
The Year 5 cohort is one of significant need with a number of very vulnerable pupils.
There are 19 disadvantage pupils / pupil premium which is high.
One pupil has recently been diagnosed with Autism. This pupil struggles academically
and with concentration and is, at present, very angry about various situations. This pupil
has a behaviour support worker with them and has a heavily adapted timetable. This child
presents the school with significant challenges. Regular violent outbursts quite often
result in the child or class having to be removed for their safety and the safety of others.
One pupil is deaf and has cochlear implants. This pupil has many gaps in mathematics.
A lot of working on building confidence and friendships is required.
One pupil is working 4 years below the Y6 standard and needs lots of extra support and
finds it very difficult to access the curriculum.
One pupil has had many medical issues and started to wear a hearing aid in Year 3 to
support them.
One pupil is working 3 years below the Y6 standard. This pupil has daily intervention to
support them both in mathematics and English.
One pupil struggles to concentrate in the class session and finds it difficult to complete
work because of this. This pupil is working below expected standard.

Staffing

There are 17.4 FTE teachers in total. 15 class based teachers (this includes 1 in Nursery)
plus 1.4 for leadership/ projects and SEN/ projects plus Headteacher.

THE QUALITY OF EDUCATION OFFERED BY THE SCHOOL

It is very difficult to refuse children places but it is essential to protect the quality of
education, in its widest sense, provided by the school, which is why parents want to place
their children in the school.

Children, no matter what their age or capability deserve the most effective education that
we can provide. Children only get one chance and therefore we have to provide the right
climate in which effective education can flourish.

Overcrowded classes and classrooms do not help this process. In fact they actively hinder
it by reducing the time teachers are able to spend with individual children meeting the
very diverse educational, social, moral, spiritual, cultural, emotional and physical needs
of individual children in a mixed ability primary school classroom. Overcrowding puts a
strain on the delivery of high standards of achievement, behaviour and pastoral care



The Government has also recognised that 30 children in a class is the maximum for
effective teaching and learning to take place by introducing the infant class size
regulations in key stage 1.

PRESSURE ON STAFF

Increasing class sizes would mean that teachers are less able to offer individual support
and opportunities for children to contribute to class discussions and practical and creative
work are more limited.

Overcrowding reduces staff time spent with individual pupils both academically and
pastorally, cuts down individual pupil participation in lessons and puts pressure on staff
with extra marking, record keeping, resource preparation and report writing

Even one extra pupil would have a serious and detrimental effect on the education being
offered.  With an increased workload for teaching staff, an additional pupil would mean
extra time spent in preparing, marking and assessing work, with less time available to
give pupils individual attention as and when they need it.

HEALTH AND SAFETY

As the number of pupils increase, problems occur in areas that cannot be expanded such
as corridors, toilets, cloakroom areas, playgrounds, dining areas etc.

Overcrowding in classrooms and communal facilities, such as corridors, cloakrooms,
toilets, dining areas and play areas would cause health and safety concerns for the
school.

This statement represents th  case. Please
bring it with you to the appeal hearing.























XXXX Primary School 
Appeal For YYYY YYYY 

(4XXXXX1)
SHOULD DISTANCES FOR THE SAME SCHOOL NOT AGREE, THIS IS DUE TO A CHANGE OF ADDRESS DURING THE
ADMISSIONS PROCESS.  IF THERE HAS NOT BEEN A CHANGE OF ADDRESS AND THE DISTANCES HAVE 
CHANGED, CONTACT THE SCHOOL ADMISSIONS TEAM.

PLEASE NOTE, IF NUMBERS CHANGE PRIOR TO THE APPEAL HEARING THE UPDATED NUMBERS WILL BE 
PROVIDED.

School Details
Current School XXXXXX Primary School

Number 
Allocated

Agreed
Admission

Number

Vacancies Distance
(Miles)

School Appealed For XXXX Primary School 60 60 0 0.95

School Offered YYYY Primary School 42 60 18 1.20

Primary Address Priority Carr Manor Community School (Primary Site) 60 60 0 0.61

Please note not all schools offer a priority based on home address (catchment/nearest) some addresses in Leeds will not have
this priority for any schools. 

Preferences as at (16/04/2020)

Preference 1 XXXX Primary School 60 60 0 0.95 

Preference 2 XXXX Primary School 30 30 0 0.89 

Placed XXXX XXX Primary School 42 60 18 1.20

Schools with available places in distance order.  These schools are subject to change after pupil movement from the 
outstanding preference list(s).
School St Paul's Catholic Primary School 29 30 1 1.02 

School St Matthew's Church of England Primary School 56 60 4 1.06 

School Mill Field Primary School 42 60 18 1.20 

School Primley Wood Primary School 29 60 31 1.36 

School Brudenell Primary School 33 60 27 1.70 

School Moor Allerton Hall Primary School 88 90 2 1.74 

School Bracken Edge Primary School 40 60 20 2.00 

School Kirkstall Valley Primary School 29 30 1 2.22 

School Kerr Mackie Primary School 43 60 17 2.25


